The difficulty which has occurred in explaining the phenomena of respiration, I am inclined to attribute, not so much to a want of data, as to the partial views of these data which the several theories have comprised. Thus it has been the common error of these theories, either to explain chemically, as at first was done, the whole process of the changes of the blood; or, as has since been attempted, to regard vital powers and anatomical structure as the primary agents, while the laws of chemistry are entirely overlooked.
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On the subject of respiration, two 
